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PFLAG Monroe

Welcome to our April meeting!



What is PFLAG’s Mission?

Today, PFLAG is the largest organization in the U.S.
dedicated to supporting, educating, and advocating for
LGBTQ+ people and their families. With hundreds of
chapters nationwide, it fosters inclusive communities
through outreach, public education, and legislative
advocacy, all rooted in love and acceptance.
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Confidentiality is a fundamental component of our PFLAG

meetings & everyone here has the right to expect anything they
say, even their very presence here to not leave this meeting.
Although we come here because of our common interest in sexual
orientation and gender identity issues, we do come from a variety
of religious, ethnic, social, economic, and even political
backgrounds. Please respect these differences and honor
everyone’s right to have and express their own opinions.

PH A6



PFLAG Monroe Book Club Selection b

Raising a Iransgender Kid
in Rural America

“Before we can find solutions to our
A N D T H E challenges, we have to find support because

support provides a solid footing to help us
through the struggles that inevitably come in

D R Aﬁ 9 N S this process.” -Sim Butler

DO COME

SIM BUTLER
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Seeking Safety

The Hard Choice to Flee

A key point in the book is that this family, like so many others, had to keep in mind
whether the risk of staying in their home state was greater than the benefit of
fleeing.

In 2019, Erin Reed, the journalist who founded Erin in the Morning, began tracking anti-
transgender legislation. By 2022 she was tracking the legislative risk transgender
people faced in each state and sharing her findings through an “Anti-Trans Risk
Assessment Map” that she posted on social media. Many families followed her pages
and waited with fear for each new map that came out. By 2024, she had added a
separate risk map specifically for transgender youth.
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Erin in the Morning

Anti-Trans Risk Assessment Map

In launching the map, Erin shared the following:

“I have tracked anti-transgender legislation for 3 years @erininthemorn on Twitter and
TikTok. Every day, I've gotten messages from worried people wondering how they are
supposed to assess their risk of staying in their home state. The messages range from
parents of trans youth wondering if their children will be taken from them to trans
teachers wondering if their jobs will be safe in coming years. Sometimes people just
want to know if there is a safer state they can move to nearby.”
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Erin in the Morning

Anti-Trans Risk Assessment Map

She explained her methodology:

“The methodology | use is qualitative. | know the partisan breakdowns of the various
states. | have watched hundreds of hours of hearings on anti-trans legislation and am
fully aware of all of the players nationally as well as where they are making their
pushes against trans rights. | have followed the vote count and talk to activists on the
ground in each state. | also take into account election results - the last election
shifted several states into lower risk due to Democratic victories at the state level.
Lastly, | watch for statements by governors and bill drafts to see if the Republican
party in various states seems to be pushing anti-trans legislation heavily.”
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Erin in the Morning

Anti-Trans Risk Assessment Map

At the end of 2022, Erin listed the “Worst States”:

The Worst States
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The following slides offer some examples of the maps that many transgender
Americans, and the family members who loved them, followed with fear.
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Erin in the Morning Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Map

Anti-trans Legislation Risk

[l Worst Active Anti-trans Laws
[l High Risk Within 2 Years

[] Moderate Risk Within 2 Years
[[] Low Risk Within 2 Years

[l safest States With
Protections



Erin in the Morning Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Map
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Erin in the Morning Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Map
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***This map is the most up to date version as of 2-12-2023 and takes into

account all recent movement on anti-trans legislation.
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Erin in the Morning Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Map
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Erin in the Morning Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Map
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Erin in the Morning Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Map

US Internal Refugee Crisis: 130k Trans People
Have Already Fled

A growing refugee crisis is occurring in the United States, and it is getting very little
coverage. | highlight the growing migration crisis, the people fleeing, and the laws they are

fleeing from.

s ERIN REED
JUN 13, 2023
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From an Erin in the Morning report in 2023:

As state legislatures across America proliferate anti-transgender legislation, a growing
crisis is unveiling itself. Transgender individuals and their loved ones are increasingly
criminalized by their home states and their care, banned. This is prompting a growing
number to seek refuge elsewhere. The scale of this issue remained under wraps until a
recent Data For Progress survey brought to light the unsettling reality: hundreds of
thousands of transgender people have already left their home states, and more than a
million are considering a similar course of action in the coming months. These
transgender individuals, frequently accompanied by their families, often sacrifice their
jobs and relinquish their stability to reach the sanctuary of states willing to facilitate
their care and protect them under the law. Should this trend persist, we may witness

the largest domestic migration crisis since the Dust Bowl upheaval of the 1940s.
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https://www.erininthemorning.com/p/us-internal-refugee-crisis-130-260k

The numbers are stark. The poll from Data For Progress shows that 8% of all
transgender people have already moved out of their community or state as a result of
anti-LGBTQ+ legislation. An additional 43% of transgender people are likewise
considering moving. Transgender people are between 0.5-1% of the population of the
United States, meaning that 130-260,000 transgender people have already fled their
home states. An additional million transgender people are considering leaving due to

the anti-trans legislation that targets them.
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Adult Anti-Trans Risk Assessment Map

PH A6



Erin in the Morning Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Map
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Erin in the Morning Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Map

Adult Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Assessment Map
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Erin in the Morning Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Map

Adult Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Assessment Map

Youth Map
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Erin in the Morning Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Map

Adult Anti-Trans Legal Risk Assessment Map

Adult National Risk:
Worst Policies In Effect
Youth National Risk:

Foreign Citizen:
Do Not Travel
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https://www.erininthemorning.com/p/over-400000-transgender-people-have

Over 400,000 Transgender People Have Moved
States Since Trump's Election

The large migration builds on earlier movements of transgender people in response to anti-
transgender legislation.

g ERINREED
JAN 08, 2026

130,000 by 2023
+ 400,000 since 2024 election
= at least 530,000 so far
Pl:l_ﬂﬁ And that is not counting those who left the country entirely




Erin in the Morning Anti-Trans Legislative Risk Map

Adult Anti-Trans Legal Risk Assessment Map

’ Adult National Risk:
Worst Policies In Effect

Youth National Risk:
Worst Policies In Effect

Foreign Gtizen:
Do Not Travel
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February 2026

By February 2026, there was nowhere safe in the U.S. for trans youth according to Erin in
the Morning’s Risk Assessment Map.

Youth Map
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Where are we now?

Transgender Genocide

Increasingly, human rights activists are describing the United States as being in the
process of “transgender genocide.”

Discovery and Etemology of Genocide

Janice Raymond “feminist scholar” aka in 1979 book The Transsexual Empire,
critiques transsexualism as a product of patriarchal medical and social structures.
She sets the stage by writing: “transsexualism would best be served by morally

mandating it out of existence” ( ).
As early as 2015, CBS Radio Canada cited what was happening within the US as a
“quiet genocide” ( ).

Michael Knowles (2023) at CPAC "transgenderlsm must be eradicated from public
life entirely.” Inaccurately states a genocide “is about genes” and then takes it a
step further stating a genocide against transgender people cannot happen because
“they are not a legitimate category of being.” ( ).
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https://nwlc.org/happy-pride-dont-be-a-terf/
https://youtu.be/Kp2Nulg1Gfs?si=OukQBYt6HQBRyNHU
https://youtu.be/Kp2Nulg1Gfs?si=OukQBYt6HQBRyNHU
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/muhammad-cartoon-controversy-transgender-genocide-and-tobogganing-bans-1.2906924/the-quiet-genocide-against-the-transgender-community-1.2906927
https://youtu.be/Kp2Nulg1Gfs?si=OukQBYt6HQBRyNHU

Where are we now?

Genocide: Legal Threshold and Intent

means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or
in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:
e Killing members of the group;
® Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;
e Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its
physical destruction in whole or in part;
® Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;
® Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.
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https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/definition

Where are we now?

10 Stages of a Genocide

was developed by Dr. Gregory H. Stanton, a professor
at Mary Washington University and the Vice President of the International
Association of Genocide Scholars (2006). Stanton also leads Genocide Watch, a
non-profit organization dedicated to the fight against genocide.

The ten stages of genocide are: classification, symbolization, discrimination,
dehumanization, organization, polarization, preparation, persecution,
extermination, and denial.

Genocide is a process, not a single event. A key feature of the genocidal

process is that it is not only a systematic but also a patterned form of attack on
a group.
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https://www.genocidewatch.com/tenstages
https://stoptransgenocide.org/

Where are we now?

Genocide Begins with Erasure

As of March 11, 2026: Issued Red Flag #3, the genocide against trans
people follows a pattern — denial of identity (pattern #9 in the Lemkin Institute’s Ten
Patterns of Genocide). Denial of identity involves two main steps: preventing people
from openly expressing an identity and destroying institutions that reproduce the
identity.

There was a 45 percent increase in bills between 2024 and 2025. Between 2021 and
2025, the number of bills in consideration has increased by 668 percent (See ).

The Lemkin Institute affirms: “No denial or omission in law can erase the concrete reality
that transgender people have always and will always exist.”

Attempts to erase transgender people are more than discrimination — they constitute
Pﬂeﬂ'ﬁ. Intent to delegitimize, to erase, to remove.


https://www.lemkininstitute.com/red-flag-alerts/red-flag-alert---anti-trans-genocide-in-the-usa---%233
https://translegislation.com/learn
https://translegislation.com/

Where are we now?

Prevention: What Can We Do?

classitication: common language/common ground

symbolization: resist or deny symbolization (e.g., refuse to use hate symbol)
discrimination: preserve full political power, outlaw discrimination, make suit
accessible

dehumanization: remove, ban, prohibit hate speech, propaganda
organization: bar leaders from international travel

polarization: protect moderates’ and human rights organizations’ security
preparation: arms embargoes, prosecution of incitement and conspiracy
persecution: diplomatic and material support to targeted group
extermination: “real” safe areas, escape corridors

denial: create commissions to investigate
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https://www.lemkininstitute.com/_files/ugd/9bc553_384d19e86387430baa61c2acfcf138c5.pdf
https://www.lemkininstitute.com/_files/ugd/9bc553_384d19e86387430baa61c2acfcf138c5.pdf

Where are we now?

Prevention: What Can We Do?

e |dentify and document the emergence of intent at its early stages when genocidal

patterns are played out in national and localized ways. (here is ).

Challenge the Supreme Court’s ‘biological sex’ interpretation.

Ban the Gay and Trans Panic Defense ( :

Oppose exclusionary interpretations of the Equality Act and stand up for human rights.

Challenge every policy that erases trans and intersex people.

Use your voice and online presence — not just a rainbow emoji. When someone recites

and/or posts anti-trans, transphobic, and/or misinformation about trans community, call

it out and call it for what it is.

® Support trans-led mutual aid

® Develop plans for access to medications, secure documentation, and digital security

e Suggest self-defense techniques and accessing safety tools (e.g., pepper spray) as part of
a survival strategy.
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1bj7iPh339-lbGQX5nMkXgphwjjNmWAVOHY412oHHXb8/htmlview#gid=0
https://worldwithoutgenocide.org/toolkits/ban-the-gay-and-trans-panic-defense

Where are we now?

References
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Sim Butler’s And the Dragons Do Come

Key Themes

Dead Names

Puberty Blockers
Social Transition
Medical Transition
Stay or Go (Relocation)
Safety Fallacy
Metaphor of Dragons
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Save the date!

Tues., May 26
7:00-8:30pm

monroe.pflag.org
pflagmonroe@gmail.com



http://monroe.pflag.org
mailto:pflagmonroe@gmail.com
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